                Welcome Address presented by the FAN Coordinator


                                  Mrs Eno Anwana





Your Excellency, Mrs Alanyingi Sylva-   Wife to the Bayelsa State Governor (Nigeria)





Your Excellency, Dr Godknows Igali -   Ambassador of Nigeria to the Scandinavian                           


                                                               countries


His Worshipful, Cllr Emmanuel Obasohan - The Deputy Mayor of Barking and   


                                                                       Dagenham


My Lords Spiritual and Temperal





Presidents and representatives of Community Associations in London





Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 





All other Protocols Observed











On behalf of Friends of Africa Network, I welcome you all to this event -The Eminent Persons Award Night  2009.








Tonight, we  all have taken out time to come together to discuss and celebrate Africa and the people who have in one way or the other have given themselves to the betterment of the African persona. A cause which we delight in promoting yearly.





Our theme this year is “Destination Africa : Challenges and Opportunities





� The aim of this year’s event is to revive and redirect the consciousness of Africans to the positive prospects in Africa as well as address the current leadership development challenges facing Africa and attempt to provide workable solutions to mitigate this challenge. 


  


It is worthy to note that millions of people originating from Africa reside outside the continent known as the diaspora community. The Diaspora  community is well placed not only to help in strengthening international support for Africa but more importantly to make a practical contribution to accelerate growth and development in Africa. The growing recognition of its contribution has spurred action both from the Diaspora and the national Governments. A number of African Governments already convene annual meetings for dialogue with the Diaspora. At the same time, many  have also established focal points for the Diaspora within government departments or created different institutional mechanisms for interaction with the Diaspora. However, there is much more that can be done with the help of kind, future-focussed individuals as you all here seated .





We in the Diaspora  possess many unique strengths, such as good knowledge of the


culture and the specific needs of our countries and communities of origin, the


ability to work in different cultural settings, long term personal commitment to the


development of these communities, and the ability to gain the trust of the


communities. In addition, the Diaspora has at its disposal a multitude of


intellectual, economic and political resources, through which it can make a


significant contribution to development and poverty reduction efforts in Africa.


If there ever was a time for Africa Diaspora to provide additional impetus for


Africa’s development and democracy, it is now. 


Let me briefly point out some key areas where we can contribute to Africa’s development.





1.   Providing expertise in crucial areas;


Many Africans  have professional skills that can contribute to


development efforts in African countries, either through short-term placements,


sharing research findings or cooperation projects. 


If the Diaspora Africans, especially those in the scientific community, needed an


inspiration from a best practice, they only need to look East: to Asia, where


Diaspora scientists have contributed significantly to the development of that


region.


A serious challenge for many African countries, particularly the smaller


economies, is the issue of “brain drain”, which is depriving African countries of a


significant part of their skilled work force. The health and education sectors are


especially vulnerable to this regrettable trend. In consequence, many African


countries are experiencing difficulties in the delivery of basic services, such as


healthcare and education. 





Mobilising financial resources for development;


The development challenges facing Africa, including meeting the Millennium


Development Goals, require considerable investments, and call for the use of


innovative sources for financing, including the mobilization of financial resources


from the Diaspora. There is growing evidence that the Diaspora already makes a significant financial contribution to economic and social development in Africa through remittances sent home to their countries on a regular basis by millions of Africans living abroad.





These remittances play an important role in poverty reduction, not only through


increasing household purchasing power for essential goods such as food, housing,


education and healthcare but a platform to a better social life. We, however, must go beyond remittances to devising specific financial instruments that enable them to invest in the major infrastructure and other projects for which large financial resources are needed. This is a task where the Diaspora on Wall Street in New York and the City of London are well placed to make an important contribution. This is as much an issue of commitment as it is a sound financial proposition.





Supporting Charitable ventures


Tonight we would be honouring a few who have chosen to go the extra mile to make a difference to their communities and erase the stereotype surrounding Africa and its growth potentials. We can also do our bit by encouraging them in any way you can  to continue in this noble cause to help the needy and underprivileged.


Thus, there are many opportunities for all of us seated here  to help Africa. Today’s


globalized world, characterized by easy movement of information, people and


goods, provides us a unique window of opportunity to contribute to the


economic, social and political development of the African continent. The challenge


is to take advantage of these opportunities. The Diaspora needs to be proactive,


effective and organized in order to make a difference. 





We would like to encourage you to  also rise to these challenges. If we  do not                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             bring our  wealth of knowledge and growing financial power to bear on Africa’s development, who would? And if not now, when?





Thank you for your kind attention and we hope you enjoy the rest of the evening.


